
 

 
 
 

 

 
                  
 
 

 
The Honorable Sean Duffy 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

 
RE: FY2026 BUILD Grant Application – Hendersonville Downtown Streets Modernization 
Project: New Streets for New Business 

 
Dear Secretary Duffy: 

 
The Boys & Girls Club of Henderson County, a leading local nonprofit provider of free 
afterschool and summer youth development services, would like to write in support of the 
infrastructure improvements described in the BUILD grant application “Hendersonville 
Downtown Streets Modernization Project: New Streets for New Business,” which is the result 
of a collaboration between the City of Hendersonville, Henderson County, NCDOT, and other 
local stakeholders.   

 
This collaborative project is expected to improve safety for pedestrians and bicyclists along 
two historic downtown corridors; provide a comfortable and welcoming public realm for 
families, individuals, and visitors; rebuild connections between underserved neighborhoods 
and downtown; act as a catalyst for tourism and economic development; improve resilience to 
flooding events; and create improved connections to multiple major regional trails. Given that 
the Boys & Girls Club of Henderson County relies on infrastructure that supports 
accessibility; utilizes local streets, greenways, parks, and paths in our programs; is located 
near historic downtown Hendersonville and makes use of this proximity in the ordinary 
course of operations; and frequently connects with local businesses on a variety of events and 
initiatives, we have a relevant perspective which allows us to see meaningful value to our 
community in this application. 

 
We are grateful for your consideration of this opportunity to invest in our mountain 
community. We remain committed to the long-term success of Henderson County, North 
Carolina, and we will continue to support initiatives that improve the lives of local families. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
Kent Parent 
CEO 
Boys & Girls Club of Henderson County   
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