The Honorable Sean Duffy
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20580

RE: FY2026 BUILD Grant Application—Hendersonville Downtown Streets Modernization Project:
New Streets for New Business

Dear Secretary Duffy:

The Dental Office of Dr. John S, Strickland, D.D.S., PLLC strongly supports the BUILD grant
application “Hendersonville Downtown Streets Modernization Project: New Streets for New
Business,” which is the result of a cotlé:iboration between the City of Hendersonville, Henderson
County, NCDOT, and other local stakeholders.

The Hendersonville Downtown Stree} Modernization project will improve safety for pedestrians and
bicyclists along two historic downtow ! corridors; provide a comfortable and welcoming public
reaim for families, individuals, and vislilors; rebuitd connections between underserved
neighbarhoods and downtown; act ak P catalyst for tourism and economic development; improve
resilience to flooding events; and crea*e improved connections to multiple major regional trails.

My practice has been up and running up this area for 35 years. Many of my patients reside near my
practice and witl walk or bike to their abpointments. This project will further improve connections
and corridors for safer travels.

By supporting this effort, USDOT canshowcase a project that aligns closely with our governments
objectives, including:

Creating a safer local transpartation system,

* Increasing quality of life for Lgcal families and individuals, and visitors
Providing improved accessible, affordable, and connected transportation options while
maintaining vehicular roadwdyicapacity,

¢ (Creating local jobs and suppdrting local businesses, increasing tourism, and promoting
economic opportunity ;

In summary, the Hendersonville Dowhtown Streets Modernization will act as an engine—powering
healthy, climate- friendly, resilient, and|integrated transportation and recreation options and
economic transformation for this region.




Thank you for considering our application for BUILD program fu nding.

Sincerely,

John S. Strickland, D.D.S. PLLC




