U.S. Department of Transportation 12/9/24
The Honorable Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SW Washington, D.C., 20590

RE: FY2025 USDOT RAISE Grant Application — City of Hendersonville - Above the Mud:
Creating Connections, Promoting Small-Town Economic Growth, and Strengthening Resilience

To whom it may concern:

My name is Michelle Chaplin and [ am the Assistant Dean of Pharmacy for the Hendersonville
Campus for Wingate University. Wingate University has had a campus in Hendersonville, NC
since 2011 for two of our health science programs, including doctor of pharmacy and masters of
physician assistant studies. We are training the next generation of healthcare professionals to
make a difference in hospitals, clinics, and pharmacies across the region, throughout the state
and beyond.

On behalf of Wingate University, I am writing to express our full support for the City of
Hendersonville’s RAISE Grant application to the U.S. Department of Transportation. As
students and faculty, and for our many graduates who are employed in the area, we work with
patients in the region to treat and improve their health and access to the community and safe
places for physical activity and connection are key for both individual patients and the
community as a whole.

We believe this project represents a critical opportunity to promote small-town tourism and
economic development, respond to Hurricane Helene flooding impacts, enhance the quality of
life in our region, and provide a solution for connecting the 4-mile existing City-owned
Oklawaha Greenway with the RAISE-funded 19-mile Ecusta Trail, which is under construction
and nearing completion. This will also help us to recruit and retain top talent in the program both
for our University, as well as to serve the community as graduates in the respective fields. This is
especially important after the impacts of Hurricane Helene.

The proposed project is essential to creating a multimodal network for the community. This will
not only benefit the residents of downtown / 7" Avenue and the Barker Heights community but
also positively impact residents as far-reaching as the county line. The greenway will also have a
tremendous impact on physical and mental health, rural job growth, promoting tourism and
economic development for the City and the region, and responding to the devastating impacts of
Hurricane Helene and other recent floods.
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We strongly believe that the City of Hendersonville's Above the Mud project is an exemplary
model of collaboration and problem-solving and we fully support their efforts. We hope the
U.S. Department of Transportation will recognize the significance of this project and award
funding to enhance the safety, mental and physical health, and connectivity for residents and
visitors to the City of Hendersonville and Henderson County.

Thank you for your attention to this important initiative.
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