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November 21, 2024

RE: City of Hendersonville’s Above the Mud RAISE Grant Application

To whom it may concern,

I am writing to express Henderson County’s full support for the Above the Mud grant application
submitted by the City of Hendersonville. We believe this project represents a critical opportunity to
enhance the quality of life in our region and provide a solution for connecting the 4-mile existing city-
owned greenway with the RAISE-funded Ecusta Trail, which is under construction.

The proposed greenway project is essential to creating a multimodal network for the community. This
will not only benefit the residents of downtown and Barker Heights but also positively impact residents
as far-reaching as the county line. The greenway will promote active transportation, improve the
resiliency of the existing greenway, and provide opportunities for outdoor recreation that will be
enjoyed by visitors and residents alike.

Above the Mud is primarily a unifying link in Henderson County’s active transportation network and
will simultaneously create a cross-municipality transportation and recreational space for residents and
visitors. This project aligns with our local priorities, and we are confident that its completion will
benefit all involved for years to come.

We strongly believe that the City of Hendersonville's greenway project is an exemplary model of
collaboration and problem-solving. We fully support their efforts and encourage you to consider their
grant application favorably. Please feel free to contact me at jmitchell@hendersoncountync.gov if you

require any additional information.

Thank you for your attention to this important initiative.
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John Mitchell, County Manager Date
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