
 
 
The Honorable Secretary of Transportation                                                         12/10/2024        
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C., 20590 
 
  The Friends of the Oklawaha Greenway fully support the City of Hendersonville 
in their grant application to implement the Above the Mud project. All of the elements 
of this project would greatly benefit the greenway connections in our community.  
 
 It is critical that we connect downtown Hendersonville, recently awarded the 
best small shopping downtown in America, to the Ecusta Trail. Our new Ecusta rail-to-
trail is soon to become the premier greenway in the southeast. The grant is needed to 
improve the three blocks of South Main Street for connecting locals and visitors alike. 
 
 Also important to the community is connecting the Ecusta Trail to the central 
trail through Hendersonville, the 3.5-mile Oklawaha Greenway. This would give trail 
users a way to get to 4 local parks that are currently connected by the Oklawaha, plus an 
off-road way to get from the southern part of town to the northern. 
 
 It has long been a mission of the Friends of the Oklawaha Greenway to find a 
way to get across the chronically flooded part of the trail near Jackson Park. Jackson 
Park is the center of outdoor recreation in the county. Making the park more accessible 
to greenway users should be a top priority, and these grant funds would make a 
boardwalk possible. 
 
 The last element of the grant would allow access the historic district of Seventh 
Avenue from the Oklawaha Greenway. Partial Seventh Avenue renovations are currently 
underway, and these grant funds would make it possible to complete the streetscape 
and connect people to the greenway. Last but not least it will give access to underserved 
residential areas of town by connecting them to the greenway.     
 
Thank you for your consideration in making funds available for these important multi-
modal connections. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Katie Breckheimer,  
Chair of the Friends of the Oklawaha Greenway 


