
 

 
 

 

 

U.S. Department Of Transportation Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and 

Equity (RAISE) Program 

ATTN: RAISE Grant Program Review Panel 

 

To the RAISE Grant Program Review Panel, 

 

We are writing in support of the “Above the Mud” Project application to the RAISE Grant 

Program, submitted by the City of Hendersonville, NC. 

 

The City of Hendersonville Environmental Sustainability Board is a nonregulatory group that 

serves as an advisor to City Council on sustainability policies and as outreach advocates to gain 

citizen support for sustainability practices and initiatives. As a board, we take pride in supporting 

organizations and projects that contribute to the long-term environmental sustainability in the 

City of Hendersonville.  

 

The four components of the “Above the Mud” project will enhance sustainable, alternative 

methods of transportation by developing critical connections between the Oklawaha and Ecusta 

Trail systems. As a result, the project will greatly improve safe access to downtown, 

disadvantaged neighborhoods, schools, food, businesses, parks and natural areas.  

 

The project will also improve the community’s climate resilience and flood mitigation by 

incorporating green infrastructure and best stormwater management practices while spurring 

much needed economic and social development following the devastation of Hurricane Helene. 

 

The RAISE grant would provide the community with the funding it needs to implement a well-

defined and widely supported strategy for supporting the health, safety, environmental 

sustainability and well-being of the people of Hendersonville, North Carolina.  

 

Best Regards, 

 

The City of Hendersonville Environmental Sustainability Board 

 

 


