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Community Foundation

of Henderson County

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SW
Washington, D.C., 20590

The Honorable U.S. Secretary of Transportation,

The Community Foundation of Henderson County (CFHC) is writing in regard to
Hendersonville, N.C.’s Above the Mud project. CFHC believes that the City of
Hendersonville’s pursuit of a RAISE Grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation
is in the interest of the area’s growth, tourism attraction, economic advancement, and
wellbeing of residents and visitors — especially due to the impact Hurricane Helene had
on Henderson County, both physically and financially. CFHC has funded projects that
have enhanced and beautified both the Oklawaha greenway to the Ecusta Trail, and is
encouraged by the potential for both projects to be connected and provide a more
streamlined recreational path that can be utilized by residents and visitors alike.

The US EPA has done considerable research about the positive impact of outdoor
recreation opportunities on bolstering residential health, economic growth and
diversification, protection of air and water quality, and fostering community
revitalization. After the severe impact Helene had on this area, an investment in
Henderson County’s residents, economy, and environment is welcome and needed. It is
the hope of all involved that this project can move forward with the support of the
USDT.

Thank you for your time and attention.

McCray Bensoy/ President & CEO
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