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The City of Hendersonville 

December 20, 2024 

The City of Hendersonville 

Community Development Department 

100 N King Street, Hendersonville, NC 28792 

RE: FY2025 USDOT RAISE Grant Application – City of Hendersonville - Enhancing Connectivity and 

Livability 

To whom it may concern, 

On behalf of AARP North Carolina, I am writing to express our full support for the goals outlined in 

the City of Hendersonville’s RAISE Grant application to the U.S. Department of Transportation. At 

AARP, we aim to empower people to choose how they live as they age.  We believe this project 

represents a critical opportunity improve older adults’ quality of life by promoting the development 

of safe, accessible, and vibrant environments, often called livable communities. As a member of the 

AARP Network of Age-Friendly Communities, The City of Hendersonville has a strong track record of 

prioritizing infrastructure changes that make it easier for older adults to age in place.  

The proposed project includes several essential components: 

1. S. Main St Festival Street - Improving the last three blocks of S Main St to enhance 

walkability and bikeability by creating a vibrant and attractive streetscape. This will connect 

Downtown with the Ecusta Trail and serve a variety of purposes while still accommodating 

automobile traffic. 

2. Above the Mud Trail - Connecting the Ecusta Trail terminus to the Oklawaha Greenway and 

Jackson Park via the Mud Creek floodplain, providing a seamless link between these 

important recreational areas. 

3. Oklawaha Boardwalk - Raising a section of the Oklawaha Greenway that routinely floods, 

ensuring it remains accessible and safe for users year-round. 

4. 7th Ave Bicycle & Pedestrian Improvements - Enhancing the 7th Ave Streetscape from 

Maple St to the Oklawaha Greenway to allow safe walking and biking connections from the 

Oklawaha Trail to the 7th Ave Historic Depot and surrounding neighborhoods. 



 

These improvements align closely with AARP's livable communities goals by promoting safe, 

accessible, and vibrant public spaces that support the health and well-being of residents of all ages. 

The project will foster a more connected and resilient community, encouraging active transportation 

and enhancing the overall quality of life. 

We strongly believe that the City of Hendersonville's project is an exemplary model of collaboration 

and problem-solving, and we fully support their efforts. We hope the U.S. Department of 

Transportation will recognize the significance of this project for residents and visitors to the City of 

Hendersonville and Henderson County. 

Thank you for your attention to this important initiative. 

Sincerely, 

Rebecca Chaplin 

Associate State Director, Outreach and Advocacy 

AARP North Carolina 

 


